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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: GATT ETRD SZ 

SUBJECT: GATT ARTICLE XIX CONSULTATIONS WITH AUSTRALIA ON STEEL 
SHEET AND PLATE 

REE: STATE 11171 

1. MISSION HAS DISCUSSED PROPOSED EXTENSION OE TIME PROVIDED 
IN ARTICLE XIX:3(A) FOR SUBJECT CONSULTATIONS WITH 
AUSTRALIAN MISSION. AUSTRALIANS PREFER 180 DAYS EXTENSION. 

SUCH AN EXTENSION ACHIEVED BY STARTING TIME PERIOD FOR 

90 DAYS EXTENSION 90 DAYS AFTER LAST EXTENSION ENDED, 

(I.E., NEXT EXTENSION WOULD BE EOR 90 DAYS STARTING FROM 
MARCH 12.) SAME EORMULA USED IN RECENT AUSTRALIAN/JAPANESE 
AND AUSTRALIAN/EC EXTENSIONS ON MOTOR VEHICLES, OPTHALMIC 
AND SUNGLASS FRAMES AND SUNGLASSES, AND AUSTRALIAN/JAPANESE 
EXTENSION ON STEEL SHEET AND PLATE. 

2. AUSTRALIANS PREFER 180 DAY EXTENSION IN ORDER TO CUT 
DOWN ON ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN OF GETTING FREQUENT 90 DAY 
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DECISION ON INDUSTRY ASSISTANCE COMMISSION REPORT BEEORE 
MARCH 1 1 EXPIRATION DATE OE 90 DAY EXTENSION, ASSUMING 
REPORT DOES COME OUT IN EEBURARY SINCE NEW GOVERNMENT 
HAS MANY OTHER PRESSING ECONOMIC MATTERS BEEORE IT. 

3. lAPANESE DO NOT PLAN EURTHER CONSULTATIONS WITH 
AUSTRALIANS ON STEEL SHEET AND PLATE UNTIL AFTER lAC 
REPORT AS AUSTRALIANS HAVE ALSO TOLD THEM THEY UNLIKELY 
TO ACT BEEORE REPORT OUT. 

4. IN VIEW UNLIKELIHOOD COMPLETING CONSULTATIONS PRIOR 
TO MARCH 1 1, WE PROPOSE TO EXTEND TIME PERIOD EOR SIX 
MONTHS PER PARA 1 UNLESS WE RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS TO THE 
CONTRARY. DALE 
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